POPULAR TALES

' My moderation was of more service to me, in the minds
of the people, than the utmost violence I could have employed
to enforce obedience. As I got by degrees some little know-
ledge of their language, I grew more and more acceptable to
them ; and some few, who tried methods of my proposing, and
found that they succeeded, were, by my directions, rewarded
with the entire possession of the difference of profit between
the old and new modes. This bounty enticed others ; and in
time that change was accomplished by gentle means, which I
had at first almost despaired of ever effecting.

*When the works were in proper train, I despatched a
messenger to the sultan's court, to request that he would be
pleased to appoint some confidential person to visit the mines,
in order to be an eye-witness of what had been clone; and I
further begged, as I had now accomplished the object of the
sultan's wishes, that I might be recalled, after deputing whom-
soever he should think proper to superintend and manage the
mines in my stead. I moreover offered, before I withdrew,
to instruct the person who should be appointed. My messenger,
after a long delay, returned to me, with a command from Tippoo
Sultan to remain where I was till his further orders. For these
I waited three months, and then, concluding that I was for-
gotten, I determined to set out to refresh Tippoo's memory.

c I found him at Devanelli Fort, thinking of nothing less
than of me or my tin-mines: he was busily engaged in making
preparations for a war with some Soubha or other, whose name
I forget, and all his ideas were bent on conquests and ven-
geance. He scarcely deigned to see, much less to listen to
me: his treasurer gave me to understand that too much had
already been lavished upon me, a stranger as I was; and that
Tippoo's resources, at all events, would be now employed in
carrying on schemes of war, not petty projects of commerce.
Thus insulted, and denied all my promised reward, I could not
but reflect upon the hard fate of those who attempt to serve
capricious despots.

11 prepared as fast as possible to depart from Tippoo's
court. The Hindoo merchant with whom I had lodged the
pagodas and rupees promised to transmit them to me at
Madras; and he delivered to me the diamond ring which
Tippoo had given to me during his fit of generosity, or of
ostentation. The sultan, who cared no more what became of
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